More Thoughts about Genesis 3

-Especially in Old Testament stories, it is important to recognize repetition or broken repetition.  When there is broken repetition, we are meant to focus on the differences that are introduced.  In this story, God gives a command in Gen. 2:17 to the man, and his command is repeated twice.  In the repetitions, though, notice the distortions: 

In 3:1, the serpent obviously expands the command to make God seem 
unreasonable.


In 3:3, Eve repeats God’s command but actually adds a rule that God 
did not make.  Eve did not hear the original command, so either she 
was making up her own rules or Adam had made up this rule to try 
to control her behavior.

-The description of humanity’s first sin is very short (3:6), but the Hebrew words are extremely full of sounds, which forces the reader to read slowly and take in the gravity of the sin.

-Why does the serpent target the woman?  Here are a few theories:

1. The woman is the “weaker” sex or the “more attractive” sex.  I’m not sure there is any reason in the text for either conclusion.

2. The woman did not receive the command from God.  This is much more likely.  Adam had received the command directly from God and was less likely to directly disobey first.  This does not excuse Adam as he stands by and allows his wife to “test the waters” of questioning and disobeying God.  
3. He could have targeted either.  I think the serpent is more purposeful in this text, but it is worth noting that the serpent is attacking the relationship (or loyalties), not just one of the two.  By targeting the woman, the snake is asking her to distrust her husband as much as God, and once she has eaten, the husband is forced to choose between his wife and God.  

-What does 3:16b mean about desiring and ruling?  This is a difficult question, but we do learn something from Gen. 4:7.  In that text, the same words are used, and both have to do with having a kind of crushing mastery over someone.  Perhaps this is the beginning of the battle for power that continues between the sexes to this day.

-Eating was at the heart of the sin, and eating is a theme of the curse.  It is mentioned 5 times in vv. 14-19 in the curses to the serpent and the man.

-Who’s (more) to blame?  The easy answer is both, but if I had to choose, I would choose the man.  Why?


1. The man received the command directly from God.


2. Other passages attribute the entrance of sin and death to “the first 
man” (see Romans 5 and 1 Corinthians 15)


3. The serpent seems to address both (“you” is plural in v. 2-5), and 
the man is, apparently, “with her” (v. 6), standing idly by.  So he is 
guilty of sins of commission (eating) and omission (guarding his wife).

-Where is Eden?  We don’t know.  It may have been located in what is now Iraq based on the descriptions of the rivers in Ch. 2.  Perhaps it would be fitting that this area is now desert, or perhaps it became more of a cosmic symbol for the presence of God (as that is how the cherubim are mentioned in other places).  This is more a matter for curiosity rather than being really significant for getting the point of the story.

-It has been suggested that the Fall story provides a pattern for all human sin.  See if you can see how your experience of sin and that of others follow this pattern:


1. Deception (v. 1-5): makes God seem unreasonable and 
incompetent.


2. Doubt (v. 5-6)


3. Desire (v. 6a)- “[Covetousness] is the attitude that says I need 
something I do not now have in order to be happy”


4. Sin/Disobedience (v. 6b)


5. Shame (v. 7)- hinders intimacy; the need to hide and cover up


6. Fear (v. 8-13)- instead of at rest, we find ourselves scrambling

-The fruit is not specified as an apple.  Much of how we picture this story comes from pieces of art and John Milton’s epic, Paradise Lost.

-It is interesting to see how this story works its way through the rest of God’s story.  See the connections in Song of Songs 4:12-16, Isa. 51:3, Ezk. 36:34-36, Luke 10:17-19 Rev. 12, 20:1-3, 20:10, 22:1-5.  Is the rest of the Bible’s story a return trip to the Garden of Eden, where God, people and the Creation are restored to perfect relationship? 
� Notes are taken from Victor Hamilton’s commentary on Genesis and from Dr. Richard Averbeck’s lectures and lecture notes on the passage.





