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Many of us take the 10 Commandments seriously. Well, at least 
some of them. At least in theory, “Thou shalt not kill” and “Thou 
shalt not steal” seem pretty practical. But then there’s that pesky 4th 
Commandment: “Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy.” We 
often talk about how it doesn’t have to be like it was back then or 
how we miss the days of “blue laws” when nothing was scheduled 
or open on Sundays. But these conversations usually miss the 
beautiful richness of the sabbath God desires for his children. De-
pending on where it is mentioned in the Scriptures, or what book 
you read, you can find many different reasons and benefits of Sab-
bath. Here are a few: 

 Physical rest for our bodies 
 Pause to give our full attention and worship to God 
 Freedom from the voices that tell us that our value comes from 

what we produce 
 Disabusal of the notion that we are absolutely necessary 
 Resistance to the economic pressures and rhythms that shape 

our identities as consumers 
 Opportunity to “close the circle”—evaluate and learn from the 

work we have just done 
 Opportunity to dream—consider where God is calling us and 

reorder our lives in that direction 

Sabbath is truly a rich command and a gift from God. As I take the 
first of my three months due sabbatical in July, I hope and pray that 
I will experience at least a handful of these benefits. 

But I also hope and pray that for you. Busyness and unrelenting 
work are not “necessities” or—Lord have mercy—“virtues.” They are 
both disobedience to God’s command and a sad missing out on the 
many gifts God desires to give you through the practice of Sabbath. 

Take time to stop, reflect, dream, and rest, my friends. 

Pastor Jon 

Sabbath observance invites us to stop. It invites us to rest. It asks 
us to notice that while we rest, the world continues without our help. 

It invites us to delight in the world’s beauty and abundance. 
Wendell Berry 
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What’s Coming Up in Worship 

July 2
nd

: 4th Sunday after Pentecost 
 10:30am: Worship with Communion 
 Acts 2: “Same Old Spirit…” 
 

July 9
th

: 5th Sunday after Pentecost 
 10:30am: Worship 
 Pastor Emeritus, The Rev. John Rainey 
 

July 16
th

: 6th Sunday after Pentecost 
 10:30am: Celebrate Worship 
 The Rev. Becky Przybyski 
 12pm: “Wonder Walk” as a response to the message 
  (Point Place Lighthouse/Pinkley Trail) 
 

July 23
th

: 7th Sunday after Pentecost 
 10:30am: Worship 
 Ms. Elaine Page, Director Grace Community Center 
 Special Offering for GCC 
 

July 30
th

: 8th Sunday after Pentecost 
 10:30am: Worship led by One Spirit Gospel Quartet 
 Love Offering taken to support One Spirit  

FEED YOUR NEIGHBOR 

 
We will pass out bags on Sunday 
July 2nd and collect them the fol-

lowing week on the 9th.  

July and August  Focus: In prepara-
tion for the beginning of the school 
year, bring in items that might be 
packed in a school lunch: peanut 
butter and jelly, snack bars, apple 

sauce, fruit snacks, etc 



From July 3-August 7, I will be taking a partial sabbatical (there are 
2 more months that may be distributed over the next couple of 
years). This is in line with some of the biblical patterns of work and 
rest that God gives to benefit us as human beings as well as with 
our Call Agreement in following the Ohio Conference Guidelines. 

I am looking forward to this time for obvious reasons. I want to 
share with you what some of the less obvious reasons are:  

As you know, this is my first call as a senior pastor. I served for 
three years as a part-time intern in Chicago while working multiple 
other jobs, which concluded with three months as an interim as the 
Sr. Pastor took a sabbatical. After a week to move and get settled, I 
began my ministry here at Point Place UCC. That was almost seven 
years ago. In those seven years, we have been on some adven-
tures as a community, and I have not only been learning on the fly 
what it means to be a pastor, but also what it means to be a father 
(of 3 now!), and other life lessons as well. 

Sabbath means “Cease” or “Stop,” and that is what it is time for me 
to do. To take stock of the last seven years. What have I learned? 
How has my understanding of my vocation as pastor grown in good 
ways? How has it gotten off track? What is God calling me to as a 
leader in this moment? In essence: How can I serve GOD better? 
How can I serve YOU better? How can I serve the Point 
Place/Toledo community better? 

I will indeed be taking time to enjoy my family in a special way. And 
I will also be taking time to interview and learn from other leaders I 
respect locally and more broadly via personal meetings over meals 
or virtual meetings through the wonders of technology. I hope to 
glean from them (and God) wisdom concerning  my own spiritual 
life, pastoring and leadership, and about the work of the church in 
an ever-changing society. 

So this sabbatical is not just about me. It is about us.  And it is 
about where God is calling us to GO in this moment. 
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One of my concerns about being gone for a month (beyond just 
missing y’all!) is that any momentum we have in ministry or Sunday 
worship will be lost. Be assured, I will be finding opportunities to 
worship locally with sister churches. And the Leadership Team has 
lined up a wonderful set of preachers and leaders to lead you in 
worship and gift you with some different voices while I am away: 
Pastor Emeritus John Rainey, Elaine Page from Grace Community 
Center, the Rev. Becky Przybylski formerly of New Harvest Church, 
a Gospel Choir that Susan Korecki is a part of, and the Rev. Joy-
celyn Degener.  

Finally, I have been asked a few 
times:  Does this mean you’re leav-
ing us?  The answer is “No.” That is 
not what this sabbatical is about.  
This is an opportunity for all of us to 
refresh our spirits, hear different 
voices, and allow God to guide us 
into the next leg of our journey to-
gether. 

In Christ’s Love and Service,  

 Pastor Jon 
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Special Worship with guests One Spirit Gospel Quartet 

Be sure to join us for a spe-
cial musical worship on Sun-
day, July 30th! Our own 
Susan Korecki is part of this 
eclectic group. They de-
scribe themselves as “men 
and a woman who have 
lived lives sometimes with 
God in our hearts and 
sometimes with the wants of 
the world in our hearts. “ 

But, “when everything else has been set aside, what we truly 
are, are lovers of Jesus Christ...What we know, today, is that 
singing Gospel music in praise of Jesus Christ fills our hearts 
and souls in ways we could never have understood was possi-
ble.” 

“I will sing to the Lord, for He is highly exalted” (Exodus 15:1) 



Something Brewing 

Friday, July 7th at 7pm (NEW TIME) 

Black Cloister Brewing Co. 
Monroe & Erie St 

Downtown 

July 3, 2017    6:30pm 
The Elizabethans Women's Group will meet on 
Monday, July 3rd at 6:30pm in the conference 
room. All women are welcome to this “small but 
mighty” fellowship group.  

The Giving Tree 

The Monday night Growth Group sponsors the Giving Tree by 

focusing on our Manna Bag Mis-
sion project all year.  We need 
travel size personal items such as 
shampoo, soap, lotion, toothpaste 
and also, tooth brushes, combs, 
socks, water bottles, gloves, small 
bags of snack food or granola bars. 
When the bags are complete they 
will be on the Giving Tree table in 

Paterson Hall.  We’re asking everyone to take one or two at a 
time and give them away to someone in need. 
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Gone Golfing & Fishing! 

The Retired Men’s Group will not meet during the summer. 
Meetings will resume on September 7, 2017.  All men are wel-
come to come on the first Thursday of each month at 8:30am for 
coffee and donuts in the youth room at the church.   

Monday Night Growth Group 
July 3rd & 10th 

The Monday Night Growth Group meets on the 
1st and 2nd Monday of each month at 7:00pm at 
the home of Donna Serviss.  Please contact 
Donna  or Susan Korecki for more information.  



Monday, July 10 

 

Dinner at  

RiverPoint Ministries 

2862 131
st
 Street 

Tuesday, July 18 

Cold Pasta Salad 

With Ham 

Dessert 

Coffee, Juice, Water 

Tuesday, July 25 

Breakfast  

For Dinner 

Dessert 

Coffee, Juice, Water 

It’s that time again to re-register your Kroger card.  
Point Place UCC benefits from the Kroger Com-
munity Cares Program by receiving a percentage 
of all purchases made by those whose Kroger 
cards are linked to PPUCC.  Each year you have 
to re-register your card on their website.  If you 
don’t have internet access, contact the office and 
Cindy will help you register your card. 
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 Emergency Pastoral Care 

If you have a pastoral care emergency while Pastor Jon is on 
sabbatical, please contact Cindy Franklin at the church during 
office hours, or Donna Serviss, 419-290-8134. She will then con-
nect you with either Pastor Cindy Getzinger  (7/3-7/16) or Pastor 
Mike Delong (7/17-8/7) 

Financial Information for Previous Month 
May 2017 

(More detailed information will be available with future months) 
 

Balance in General Checking Account 
                       As of 5/31/17   $19,580.83 

 
Money designated to Funds ( FMS, Funeral  
         luncheons,  100th Anniversary, etc) ($18,846.82) 

 
Amount available in General Funds 5/31/17 $734.01 



Page 8 

Point Place UCC Logo Mugs: These 
beautiful mugs come in four colors and are 
available for purchase now. $12 will be 
buy two—one for you and one to pass on 
to a future visitor. 

100th Anniversary Logo T-Shirts:  The t-
shirts and polos are available for $12. Talk 
to Terry Serviss. 

Special Bulletin Collections Update 
Thank you to everyone that donated to the special Mother’s Day 
and Father’s Day bulletins.  We were able to donate $336.00 to 
the Fairhaven Home, $140.00 to Grace Community Center and 
$140.00 to the Nu-Vizion UCC.  What a way to honor the special 
people in our lives! 

Happy 100th Birthday Party! 

Sunday, July 30th, at 12:00pm 

We had  some extra ice cream from last 
month, so let’s have one more  

Birthday Party with a Movie! 

Come and celebrate 100 years of our fel-
lowship with PPUCC! 

After our music-filled worship on Sunday, 
July 30th, please join us for cake, ice 

cream and a special showing of this year’s 
blockbuster musical,  

Beauty and the Beast! 

WEDNESDAY SERMON GROWTH GROUP REMINDER 

Remember that the Sermon Growth Group that meets at 12pm 
on Wednesdays will not meet during Pastor Jon’s Sabbatical.   



Birthdays 

  2 Andy Goodall 
  4 Bob Placzkiewicz 
  6 Julie Claire Geletzke 
  8 Pat Clark 
10 Bonnie Dickson 
11 Donna Armstrong 
15 Bonnie Nelson 
16 Mark Mayfield 
16 Billy Mayfield 
16 Alicia Winne 
17 James Bellair 
17 Don Curtis 
17 Wanda Franks 
21 Sean Dyer 
21        Sandie MacDermid 
23 Glen Woodall 
25 Doris Towers 
26 Alan Montague 
27 Rich Chesko 

Anniversaries 
 
1   John & Janet Murphy 
2   Andy & Joyce Goodall 
6   Jim & Cori Bellair 
 
If your birthday or anniversary is 
not listed, please contact the of-
fice.  

VBS Makes Everyone SMILE! 
 

This year’s community VBS was an-
other wonderful success! 

Our churches served over 140 chil-
dren and taught them that Jesus is 

with us no matter what we are feeling. 
The kids learned Jesus stories as well 
as truths and practices that can help 

them embrace the many complex 
things they feel and find Jesus’ peace, 

love, and joy. 
 

Thank you to the MANY volunteers 
that became the hands and feet of 
Christ before, during, and after the 

VBS festivities! 
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