More Thoughts about Genesis 1

Genesis 1 has been at the center of some very heated debates, both among Christians and between Christians and skeptics.  Here are a few points I would like to make about reading Genesis generally and Genesis 1, in particular, that I think help us to hear God’s message to us in the text.

-Different interpretations: Here are some of the different options we have in interpreting Gen. 1.

· Seven, 24-hour Day Creationism: Gen. 1 is a literal, historical, scientific description of how God created the world.  Each “day” is a 24-hour period.

· Day-Age Creation: Gen. 1 is a historical, chronological, scientific account of the creation, but each “day” stands for a longer period of time (this does occur in other places of the OT).
· Gap Theory: there is a time gap between 1:1 and 1:2, in which perhaps millions of years transpired accounting for much geological evidence before God “re-created.”
· Poetic Reading: Gen. 1 is in the form of poetry, intended to answer significant questions about the world, but not to present a “blow-by-blow” of the earth’s creation.

-Original Context: While we tend to read Gen. 1 in the context of debates between theists and atheists, this was not the context in which Gen. 1 was written.  We get far more out of the text when we see how it is teaching about God and the world we live in in contrast to other cultures’ stories about the creation of the world.  For instance:

· The world was not procreated (birthed), but created.
· God is not enmeshed in the world in a way that the world has power over him.  Rather, he utterly transcends it and has authority over it, speaking it into being.
· The creation is not God.  We are not to see God in (and thus worship) the trees, animals, etc.  Rather, we are to see evidence of God’s handiwork in the trees, animals, etc.

· The physical world is not something that keeps us from being spiritual.  It is good, we are part of it, and God approves of physicality.

· There is one God who created the world, not many.

-Purpose: We need to be wary of trying to make this text answer modern questions its author and original audience would not have even been considering.  Gen. 1 seems to focus on answering 3 questions.


1)Who is God?  


2) What is the nature & structure of the universe that God created?  


3) How do we relate to both?

-Structure: The form of Gen. 1 seems more poetic than scientific.
· Day 1: 
light



Day 4: 
luminaries (sun/moon/stars)


Day 2: 
sea, sky


Day 5: 
fish (sea), birds (sky)


Day 3: 
earth



Day 6: 
land animals





vegetation




humankind







Day 7: Rest

· Also, the structure of Genesis is based on the repetition of “These are the generations of…”  This phrase first appears in 2:4, so Gen. 1 seems to be outside the historical structure, which would make it something like an introduction to the book.

-Clarification of modern issues: We often present debates as “evolution vs. creation.”  In reality, there are many more categories even than the ones listed here.  It’s complex stuff, and we must not over-simplify it:

· Unguided/atheistic evolution: it all just happened randomly
· Guided/theistic evolution: God guided the process of evolution

· Micro-evolution: changes within a species 

· Macro-evolution: large-scale changes (eg. apes into humans)

-Personally: As of now, I believe Gen. 1 to be a poetic form.  This poetry communicates important, concrete realities, but does not give us insight into how the world was created from a scientific perspective.  We also must consider the limitations of our human words and wisdom.  Perhaps poetry was the best way God could help human minds imagine and understand his Creator-ness and Kingship.  I also believe it is important to appreciate Gen. 1 for what it is and not get swamped in what it is not.
� Notes are taken from Victor Hamilton’s commentary on Genesis and from Dr. Richard Averbeck’s lectures and lecture notes on the passage.





